
Early Cold War Impacts on Foreign & Domestic Policy (1945-1963)
READ – Ch. 25 (pp.785-797 & 800-803; 807-809) & Ch. 26 pp. 823-837

Multiple Choice & Short Answer Assessment will be posted on Thursday 3/19

Given the circumstances we are currently under, this will be an open note assessment

Big Picture Question:  

How did the struggle for world power that developed after WWII between the US & 

USSR dominate US foreign policy and how did this struggle promote a climate of fear 

domestically?

Look through these slides & ask yourself if you can answer the questions in RED. 

Also, ask yourself if you understand the relevance of the images.

E-mail me questions if you are unclear.



As you read assigned sections, pay attention to these terms & watch video linked below as an overview

Chapter 25 - Cold War America (1945-1963) pp.785-797; 800-803; 807-809

Cold War Philosophy Yalta & Potsdam Conferences Containment Policy

Truman Doctrine & Marshall Plan Berlin Blockade & Airlift NATO & Warsaw Pact

NSC - 68 US &  Chinese Civil War US & Korea

2nd Red Scare & HUAC McCarthyism CIA & the “3rd World”

Eisenhower’s “New Look” Policy Vietnam & “Domino” Theory Eisenhower & the Middle East

The Cold War: Crash Course US History #37 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9C72ISMF_D0&index=40&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s


After WWII, the alliance with the USSR quickly disintegrates and US leaders are determined to “learn lessons of 

history” and avoid “appeasement” of Stalin and USSR.  Following Yalta & Potsdam conferences, US distrusts Soviet 

intentions and decides to play a more active international post-war role to stop or Contain the perceived threat of 

communist expansion.  A political & military competition known as the “Cold War” begins.

A) What do the American cartoons illustrate about the Point of View held by the 

US towards the USSR at the start of Cold War? 



B) How does the US containment policy impact 

Europe in the early years of the Cold War and how 

do the images & terms relate?

Iron Curtain & Satellite Nations

Berlin Airlift

Truman Doctrine 

& 

Marshall Plan 



C) Why does the US form alliances 

& expand its military arsenal in the 

early years of the Cold War and 

how do NATO, NSC-68 & the 

Warsaw Pact relate?



D) How does the US containment policy impact Asia in 

the early years of the Cold War and how do the 

Chinese Civil War, the 38th Parallel, the Inchon 

Landing, the Firing of Mac Arthur relate?

1 2 3 4

The Cold War in Asia: Crash Course US History #38 (0-4:30 on China & Korea…we will 

explore US involvement in Vietnam later)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2IcmLkuhG0&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s


The Cold War soon spreads from Europe to other parts of the world.  The so-called 1st

World (Industrially Devolved, Capitalist, Democracies) led by the USA and 2nd World 

(Industrially Developed Communist, Authoritarian) nations led by the USSR compete 

for influence over the so-called 3rd World (Economically Developing Former Colonies). 

The US and USSR both try to influence these so called “3rd World” nations with a 

combination of Money, Military & Spies.

E) How do the Domino Theory, CIA, Iran & Guatemala 

relate to US Cold War strategies in the 1950s?



F) How do 

Brinksmanship, 

Mutually 

Assured 

Destruction and 

the U-2 Incident

relate to 

President 

Eisenhower's 

New Look Cold 

War foreign 

policy?



Meanwhile…Domestically, American Cold War 

Concerns Are Enhanced By Government Policies 

That Create A Climate Of Fear & Paranoia

Ex:  Duck & Cover” Drills Ex: Office of Civil Defense 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0K_LZDXp0I (watch 0-3:30)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0K_LZDXp0I


Communist expansion overseas and into space (Sputnik) enhances a fear of the 

communist “menace” spreading resulting in increased US spending on defense.

G) How did the National Defense Education Act and the 

National Defense Highway Act relate to Cold War fears and 

what were some positive & negative impacts?



Domestic Fear of Communism

H) How did the House Un-

American Activities 

Committee (HUAC) hearings 

pictured below illustrate the 

growing domestic Cold War 

fear and why was it risky for 

the cartoonist to draw the 

image on the left? 



A statement that John Howard Lawson (a screen writer in Hollywood who was blacklisted) was not allowed to read in 

front of the HUAC committee who was investigating him. 

For a week, this Committee has conducted an illegal and indecent trial of American citizens, whom the Committee 

has selected to be publicly pilloried and smeared. I am not here to defend myself, or to answer the agglomeration of falsehoods 

that has been heaped upon me, I believe lawyers describe this material, rather mildly, as “hearsay evidence.” To the American

public, it has a shorter name: dirt. Rational people don’t argue with dirt. I feel like a man who has had truckloads of filth heaped 

upon him; I am now asked to struggle to my feet and talk while more truckloads pour more filth around my head….

I am not going to touch on the gross violation of the Constitution of the United States, and especially of its First and 

Fifth Amendments, that is taking place here. The proof is so overwhelming that it needs no elaboration. The Un-American 

Activities Committee stands convicted in the court of public opinion.

I want to speak here as a writer and a citizen. . . .My political and social views are well known. My deep faith in the motion 

picture as a popular art is also well known. I don’t “sneak ideas” into pictures. I never make a contract to write a picture unless I 

am convinced that it serves democracy and the interests of the American people. I will never permit what I write and think to be

subject to the orders of self-appointed dictators, ambitious politicians, thought-control gestapos, or any other form of censorship 

this Un-American Committee may attempt to devise. My freedom to speak and write is not for sale in return for a card signed by 

J. Parnell Thomas saying “O.K. for employment until further notice.”

…As a citizen I am not alone here. I am not only one of nineteen men who have been subpoenaed. I am forced to 

appear here as a representative of one hundred and thirty million Americans because the illegal conduct of this Committee has

linked me with every citizen. If I can be destroyed no American is safe. You can subpoena a farmer in a field, a lumberjack in the 

woods, a worker at a machine, a doctor in his office—you can deprive them of a livelihood, deprive them of their honor as 

Americans…

J. Parnell Thomas… is a petty politician, serving more powerful forces. Those forces are trying to introduce fascism 

in this country. They know that the only way to trick the American people into abandoning their rights and liberties is to 

manufacture an imaginary danger, to frighten the people into accepting repressive laws which are supposedly for their 

protection….

The struggle between thought-control and freedom of expression is the struggle between the people and a greedy 

unpatriotic minority which hates and fears the people…the attack on freedom of communication is, and has always been, an attack 

on the American people.  The American people will know how to answer that attack. They will rally, as they have always rallied, 

to protect their birthright.

Why did HUAC not allow Lawson to read the statement at the time? 



Another Example of 

Domestic Fears during 

the Early Cold War:  

The trial & conviction 

of federal workers 

Julius & Ethel 

Rosenberg for sharing 

atomic secrets with 

USSR.  

This makes an 

infiltration of 

Communists seem more 

real.  The couple was 

executed in 1953 based 

on controversial 

evidence.



Most famous example of Early Cold War Domestic Fear:

McCarthyism…

A phenomenon based on the actions of Wisconsin Senator Joseph 

McCarthy who accused various military & state department 

employees of disloyalty in the early 1950s.  McCarthy’s motivation 

was not real evidence, but attention.  A fear of also being labeled 

“un-American” scared many politicians from speaking out 

initially, but media coverage eventually exposes McCarthy.

I) What criticisms of

McCarthyism are the 

cartoons making and 

how does this illustrate 

the importance of a 

free press?



Chapter 26 – The Triumph of the Middle Class (1945-1963) pp. 823-837

Causes & Impacts of Post War Consumerism Causes & Impacts of Post War Baby Boom

1950’s Television Billy Graham Levittowns & McDonald’s

Interstate Highway Act Growth of the “Sunbelt” Impacts of “White Flight”

In addition to the textbook reading above, 

for a greater understanding of Social, Cultural & Economic Trends of this period you should:

1) Print out, read & take notes on the Post War America (1945-1963) Culture & Society Documents 

posted on website

2) Watch the videos linked below

3) See the images on the next slide

4) Email me questions

The Century:  America’s Time Happy Daze (Part 1 & 3) 15 minutes each:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRShq4Bht7E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7CHzsv23rE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRShq4Bht7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7CHzsv23rE


Post War American Culture & Society Documents 
Chapter 26:  Triumph of the Middle Class (1945-1963) (pp. 823-837)

Documents handout  illustrates how it was this an era of 

Affluence, Conformity & Anxiety

The images on this slide also relate to these trends


